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Minutes of a meeting of the 
Standards Committee
on Thursday 19 June 2025 
Committee members present:
	 Councillor Pressel (Chair)
	Councillor Smowton

	Councillor Max Morris

	


Officers present for all or part of the meeting: 
Jonathan Malton, Committee and Member Services Manager

Emma Griffiths, Deputy Monitoring Officer
Uswah Khan, Committee and Member Services Officer

Also present:
Chris Ballinger, Independent Person non-voting

Andrew Mills-Hicks, Independent Person non-voting

Simon Goacher, External Investigator 
Councillor Amar Latif, Subject Councillor
<AI1>

34. Election of Chair 

Councillor Smowton proposed Councillor Pressel as Chair; Councillor Morris seconded.

Councillor Pressel was elected as Chair for the duration of the hearing. 

</AI1>

<AI2>

35. Apologies for Absence 

None.
</AI2>

<AI3>

36. Declarations of Interest 

None.
</AI3>

<AI4>

37. Matters exempt or part exempt from publication and exclusion of the public 

The panel vote to exclude the press and the public from the meeting in accordance with the provisions of Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 specifying the grounds on which their presence could involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as described in specific paragraphs of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act.

 

The Access to Information Procedure Rules – Section 15 of the Council’s Constitution – sets out the conditions under which the public can be excluded from meetings of the Council.

</AI4>

<AI5>

38. Local Hearing Panel (0020061) 
The Deputy Monitoring Officer had submitted a report to provide the Local Hearing Panel with the Investigator’s Report and all associated evidence to enable them to determine the allegation that Councillor Latif had breached the Oxford City Council Code of Conduct for Members. In accordance with Section 28 of the Localism Act 2011, which provides that arrangements must be in place to deal with complaints of Councillors breaching their code of conduct, the Local Hearing Panel conducted a hearing into the complaint. 

A copy of the decision notice is attached to these minutes.
</AI5>

<TRAILER_SECTION>
The meeting started at 6pm and ended at 8.25pm.
Chair …………………………..
Date:  Thursday 3 July 2025
When decisions take effect:
Cabinet: after the call-in and review period has expired

Planning Committees: after the call-in and review period has expired and the formal decision notice is issued

All other committees: immediately.

Details are in the Council’s Constitution.
</TRAILER_SECTION>
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